On all these points the order is silent and needs amendment.
Another and most important objection to the order as it stands is that the superintendent nurse is still to be subject to the directions of the workhouse master in matters of general administration of the sick wards and lying-in wards. It is true the untrained workhouse matron is to be excluded from these wards, but this only brings out more clearly the anomalous position the equally untrained workhouse master will hold with reference to them.
No solution of this difficulty, which has given rise to so much friction in the past and has produced the present unsatisfactory state of workhouse nursing, will be satisfactory to the medical and nursing professions unless both the workhouse master and matron are entirely excluded from all share in the administration of the sick wards, lying-in wards, lunatic wards, and nurseries of the workhouses. These wards should be under the sole control of the medical officer and superintendent nurse, who should be directly responsible to the house committee for their proper administration, just as in the case of the separately administered infirmaries. Under the proposed order the master is to govern and control all the officers, including the medical officer and superintendent nurse; he is
